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Date:	Month DD, 2020

Re:	El Paseo and 1777 Saratoga Avenue Mix Use Village Signature Project Application (Permit Number PDC19-049), dated December 17th, 2019

Attn:    Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo, City of San Jose
            Office of Vice Mayor Charles “Chappie” Jones, City of San Jose District 1
            Office of Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, City of San Jose District 2
            Office of Councilmember Raul Peralez, City of San Jose District 3
            Office of Councilmember Lan Diep, City of San Jose District 4
            Office of Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, City of San Jose District 5
            Office of Councilmember Devora “Dev” Davis, City of San Jose District 6
            Office of Councilmember Maya Esparza, City of San Jose District 7
            Office of Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, City of San Jose District 8
            Office of Councilmember Pam Foley, City of San Jose District 9
[bookmark: _Hlk29412276]            Office of Councilmember Johnny Khamis, City of San Jose District 10
            Common Sense for San Jose West Community Group
            The Schoennauer Company LLC    
            El Paseo Property Owner LLC                 

[bookmark: _Hlk29400598]I am a member of a local community surrounding El Paseo and 1777 Saratoga Avenue Mix Use Village Signature Project (El Paseo/Saratoga Ave. Project) and I am writing to you to express my interest and concern regarding the future development plans for the entire area.
As a local resident, I want to ensure that the development of El Paseo/Saratoga Ave. Project is positive, consistent with our neighborhood’s characteristics, and sustainable for our community. Please understand that I am not opposed to sensible, managed growth and I do know that our city and region need increased housing and development to support our population and growth. Unfortunately, this Signature Project Application Submittal (Permit number PDC19-049) by Sand Hill Property Company introduces large structures and high density to a limited portion of El Paseo Mall and the corner parcel of 1777 Saratoga Avenue (10.66 acres out of 32.51 acres). It does not provide much visibility into future development plans for the remaining acreage. 
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· The Signature Project Application of El Paseo/Saratoga Ave. proposes (5) structures of 12 to 3 stories ranging in height from 132 -50 ft. The taller buildings are not characteristic of the local community.
· The application introduces 731 housing units to the limited site.
· Detailed estimates of additional traffic to the area from the new residences and commercial space are not yet clear but I expect a significant increase in traffic.
The Lawrence Express/Saratoga Avenue intersection is already busy – particularly at commuting hours, as it sits at a key junction between Interstate 280 and California Highway 85.  The intersection is immediately adjacent to Prospect High School, and very close to Moreland Middle School.  Many area children cross the intersections and walk through El Paseo/Saratoga Ave. Project site to get to these schools. I have concerns regarding pedestrian safety as well as the traffic mitigation measures for this development.
Our neighborhood understands that new development will be made – and we are excited for the future of the El Paseo/Saratoga Ave. Project site, and for greater San Jose.  We just want to make sure that we don’t do too much, too fast, and without adequate vision for the development of the entire site. The current application introduces too much density, unknown traffic increases to a high traffic area, and does not provide a detailed vision for the entire property.
For these reasons, I’m expressing my concern as a local resident.  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

From: 	[Resident Name]
Optional: Resident Address

(((instructions—you may delete or keep CSSJW’s logo in the headers.)))
Email address for attn:  (please delete these lines after you cut and paste them in email recipients). These names match the attn. if you have questions regarding who them exactly are, please email to CSSJW.questions@gmail.com and we will explain to you. Headcounts matter so please spread around www.CSSJW.org  and this document by forwarding to the people you know.
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